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over slavery and race, and then we had a series
of constitutional amendments that gave basic
citizenship rights to African-Americans. Then we
had a long civil rights struggle which was
marked by steady, explicit forbidding of various
kinds of discrimination. And then we had the
Kerner Commission report in ’68, which basi-
cally said, even if you eliminate all these nega-
tive things, there are certain affirmative things
you have to do to get people back to the starting
line so they can contribute to our society. And
then we had 25 years of affirmative action which
is being rethought now, reassessed, and argued
all over again.

But America has changed a great deal during
that time. The fastest growing minority group
now are the Hispanics. There are four school
districts in this country, including one right
across the river here in Virginia, that have chil-
dren from more than 100 different racial and
ethnic groups in one single school district. And
I personally rejoice at this. I think this is a
huge asset for the United States as we go into
the 21st century, if we learn how to avoid the
racial and ethnic and religious pitfalls that are
bedeviling the rest of the world today.

So that’s what I want to do. I want to take
stock, see where we are, and see how we can
get into the 21st century as one America, re-
specting our diversity but coming closer to-
gether. I think—by the way, I think this Summit
of Service will have a lot to do with making
it better.

But I’m making the final policy decisions, and
I’ll have some announcement to make before
too long.

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister.

NOTE: The President’s 142d news conference
began at 2:36 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. Prime Minister Hashimoto spoke in Japa-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. During the news conference, the following
persons were referred to: Vice Minister for Politi-
cal Affairs Komura Nasahiko and Finance Min-
ister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka of Japan; and President
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li Peng of China. The
leaders also referred to the Special Action Com-
mittee on Okinawa (SACO).

Statement Announcing an Appeal of the District Court Decision on
Tobacco Regulations
April 25, 1997

This is a historic and landmark day for the
Nation’s health and children. With this ruling,
we can regulate tobacco products and protect
our children from a lifetime of addiction and
the prospect of having their lives cut short by
the diseases that come with that addiction. This
is a monumental first step in what we always
knew would be a long, tough road, and we are
ready to keep pushing on.

This is a fight for the health and lives of
our children. Each day, 3,000 children and
young people become regular smokers, and
1,000 of them will have their lives cut short
as a result of smoking. This is a fight we cannot
afford to lose. It is a fight we cannot afford
to stop waging. The Vice President and I are
committed to protecting our children.

Our commonsense approach is aimed at limit-
ing the appeal of these products and making

it harder for children to buy them. Retailers
have the responsibility to make certain that they
are not selling tobacco products to anyone under
18. Asking them for a photo ID is just plain
common sense. Keeping tobacco billboards away
from schools and playgrounds is just plain com-
mon sense.

Senior attorneys from the Department of Jus-
tice, the Department of Health and Human
Services, and the Food and Drug Administration
have carefully reviewed the District Court’s
opinion. On the basis of that review, the Solici-
tor General has informed me that an appeal
would be appropriate for that part of the rule
not upheld, and I have directed that an appeal
be filed.

We will continue to work to protect our chil-
dren and our children’s children. We will not
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stop until we succeed. Where our children’s
health and safety are concerned, we cannot, and
we will not, rest.

Message to the Senate on the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 25, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I am gratified that the United States Senate

has given its advice and consent to the ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruc-
tion (the ‘‘Convention’’).

During the past several months, the Senate
and the Administration, working together, have
prepared a resolution of advice and consent to
ratification of unusual breadth and scope. The
resolution that has now been approved by the
Senate by a strong, bipartisan vote of 74–26
contains 28 different Conditions covering vir-
tually every issue of interest and concern. I will
implement these provisions. I will, of course,
do so without prejudice to my Constitutional
authorities, including for the conduct of diplo-
matic exchanges and the implementation of trea-
ties. A Condition in a resolution of ratification
cannot alter the allocation of authority and re-
sponsibility under the Constitution.

I note that Condition (2) on Financial Con-
tributions states that no funds may be drawn

from the Treasury for payments or assistance
under the Convention without statutory author-
ization and appropriation. I will interpret this
Condition in light of the past practice of the
Congress as not precluding the utilization of
such alternatives as appropriations provisions
that serve as a statutory authorization.

I am grateful to Majority Leader Lott, Minor-
ity Leader Daschle, and Senators Helms, Biden,
Lugar, Levin, McCain and the many others who
have devoted so much time and effort to this
important ratification effort. It is clear that the
practical result of our work together on the Con-
vention will well serve the common interest of
advancing the national security of the United
States. In this spirit, I look forward to the entry
into force of the treaty and express my hope
that it will lead to even more important ad-
vances in United States, allied, and international
security.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 25, 1997.

Message to the Congress on the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 25, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-
ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, I
hereby certify that:

In connection with Condition (1), Effect
of Article XXII, the United States has in-
formed all other States Parties to the Con-
vention that the Senate reserves the right,
pursuant to the Constitution of the United

States, to give its advice and consent to
ratification of the Convention subject to
reservations, notwithstanding Article XXII
of the Convention.

In connection with Condition (7), Con-
tinuing Vitality of the Australia Group and
National Export Controls: (i) nothing in the
Convention obligates the United States to
accept any modification, change in scope,
or weakening of its national export controls;
(ii) the United States understands that the
maintenance of national restrictions on
trade in chemicals and chemical production
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